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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, record is being made below of documents which 
the Patent Office is requested to consider in connection with examination of the above-identified 
patent application. 

As provided in § 1 .97(g), no representation is made or intended that a thorough art search was 
made. As provided in 37 CFR § 1.97(h), this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an 
admission of any kind and specifically is not an admission that the documents listed on attached Form 
PTO-1449 are, or are considered to be, material to the patentability of the above-identified patent 
application, as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 

The present application is a continuation of USSN 09/224,148, filed December 31, 1998, now 
U.S. 6,351,764, to which the present application claims priority for an earlier effective filing date 
under §120. Accordingly, copies of references provided in priority case USSN 09/224,148 are not 
provided; however, copy of the Paul reference is provided herewith. 

It is respectfully requested that the documents be carefully considered by the Examiner and 
made of record in the case. It is also requested that the Examiner initial the PTO-1449 Form and 
return a copy of the initialed form to Applicant's attorney, Richard W. Knight. 
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The present Information Disclosure Statement is believed to be timely filed in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b)(3). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement; however, should any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be 
deemed necessary for any reason relating to these materials, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
deduct said fee from Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. Deposit Account No.0 1-0660. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 10. 2002 




Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 42,751 



Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. 
300 West 6th Street, Suite 2100 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 499-6200 
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